AlA TAKES STAND ON
TIMBER, SURFACE
MINING

New Mexico Arts Commission
Announces 5th Awards ProgrmTI

Recent actions by the AlA have
addressed two critical environmental issues: tim ber policy and
surface mining.
In testimony presented before
Senate an d House subcommittees
conside ring forestry legislation,
Hu gh B. Johnson, chairma n of the
Institute's Regional Developm ent
and Natural Resourc es Committee,
called for esta blishment of a national forest management pro gram.
Joh nson stresse d the inadequ acy
of existing measures to provide for
efficient use and proper conservation of forest resources, calling the
proposed legislation "only a beginning" toward the developm ent of
a comp rehensive nati ona l program.
Johnson's testimony cited the
need to insure bette r management
of the federally-owned timber land
not in the nat ional forests an d also recommende d an augmen ted
forestry incenti ves program that
would enc ourage better mana gement and production on pri vat elyowned forest land.
The AlA also called for strict
regulation of surface mining operations in a policy statemen t pr epared by the Regional Development and Natural Resourc es Committ ee.
The sta temen t outlin es planning
and environmenta l policies, placing special emphasis on strip mining which now accounts for 55 per
cent of the nation's coal production.
F ederal and state mmmg regulations, says the AlA, must provide
for protection of water resources
and insure that strip-mined areas
can be returned to a stable condition for future use.
Th e sta tement recommends a
systems ana lysis approach to planning for mining operations and
land reclamation . Such planning
would tak e into account not only
ecological, geological , hydrological
and enginee ring problems, but also th e effect of strip mining on

En tries are now being solicited
for the annual ew Mexico Arts
Com mission awards program. The
awa rds are given in two categ ories
as outli ned below :
1) "AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE" IN NEW
CONSTRUCTION

In ord er to recognize significant and distin guished contributions to the total environment,
the New Mexico Arts Commission and th e New Mexico Society of Architects have established all annua l Award for Excellence for new or recent construction .
Th e award will be pr esent ed
to designers of structure s which
have been built within the state
of New Mexico, and which enhance the environment for Man.
2) "AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN THE"
FIELD OF HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

It is an established fact that
the retention of th e historical
records of man's achi evement is
of immense value to present and
future generations. Historical
buildings, artifacts, and sites are
the visual cata logue of that heritage.
Accordingly, the New Mexico
Arts Com mission and th e New
Mexico Society of Architects
have esta blished an Award for

relevant regional plan s and on the
local ph ysical, social, economic and
esthetic environment.
Th e AlA encourages its members to become involved in the
plann ing and analysis of surface
mining as it relates to land and the
environment, and ad vocat es the inclusion of architects and oth er design professionals in all governmental advisory bodies concerned
with the regulation of surface mining.
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Excellence in the field of Historic Preservation . This award
will recognize valuable efforts
in the preservation of significant
archit ecture, artifacts, or sites of
historical imp 0 r tan c e. This
awa rd can be given to an individ ual or an organization who
has mad e a significant contribution to the field of Historic
Preserva tion.
The nomina tions for either
award category are not limite d to
architect designed buildings. Any
structure is eligible - a bridge, a
dam , a house, a bam, a site , or a
monum ent.
No minations are solicited from
architects, engineers, planners,
landscape archit ects, historical societies, garde n clubs-any person
or any organization.
The ew Mexico Society of Architec ts und ertakes to administer
these awards programs. The jury
appointed by the New Mexico Society of Architects wants to see all
that has been constructed or preserved throughout New Mexico
which might warrant consideration
for these awards.
No rules or restrictions are placed upon the presentation of entries.
It is nominations which are solicited, not expensive and elaborate
brochures. However, suffici ent pictorial and documentation material
must be submitted to explain the
nomination to the jury.
Th e Deadlin e for Receipt of
Nominations is August 1, 1974.
Send to any member of the Jury:
Van Dorn Hooker, Chairman
Box 18, V .N .M. Station
Albuquerqu e 87106
Earl P. Wood
Plaza Luisa
Santa Fe 87501
Beryl Durham
514 North Canal
Carlsbad 88220
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SOLAR ENERGY BUILDING FOR N. M. S. U.
W. T. HA RR I S
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The proposed new 24,520 sq. ft.
State Department of Agriculture
building complex at New Mexico
State University, Las Cruces , New
Mexico, designed by W. T. Harris
and Associates, Architects, of Las
Cruces and Hobbs, will feature
the use of solar energy for heating and cooling of the structure.
Bridgers and Paxton of Albuquerque are the mechanical engineers
for the project.
Mr. Will Harris of the local
firm, and Mr. Frank Bridgers, who
is a widely recognized authority on
the application of solar energy to
beneficial use, state that they believe this will be the first major
building in the world to be both
healed and cooled by solar energy.
This solar heating and cooling
system will deplete only twentyone percent as much energy as
would a conventional system. Annual energy cost savings, over a
conventional heating and cooling
system, base d on 1973 rates, has
been calculated to be $2,535.00
and base d upon estimated 1990
rates would be $5,308.00 per year.
Mr. Harris states that the solar
collector panels-7,OOO SqL ft. of
them-will be roof mounted and
integrated with the building design.
Solar energy will be used to heat
the water which flows through the
metal collector panels. The panels
will be covered with glass on the
front, and insulated on the back.
A pressurized wat er tank will be
used to store the 2000 F. minimum
temperature of water needed for
summer cooling. This heated wa10

ter will be used to operate two
absorption type chiller units. The
35,000 gallons of stored heated
wat er is designed to operate the
system for four consecutive cloudy
days without additional solar input.
A small gas-fired boiler will supplement the solar collectors on a
standby basis, on those rare days
when the solar input is inadequate.
A central fan system will distribute hot and cold air to various
portions of the building. The heat
recovery system will use the internal area daytime heat in the
building, as generated from lights
and people, to heat the perimeter
areas of the building when required. This allows the stored water temperature to be built up
for night time use. When on the
cooling cycle, the internal heat
will be rejected through the absorption chillers to a conventional
cooling tower located outside the
building.
The concept of heating and cooling the new building by solar energy was approved by the New
Mexico State University Board of
Regents on January 7th. Besides
the practical advantages of a clean ,
economical energy source, N. M.
S. U. President Gerald W. Thomas
said the regent's action in approving the solar units system would
have a symbolic value. "It will effectiv ely demonstrate to the nation
the rightful leadership role of ew
Mexico both in research and the
application of solar energy," he
said.
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GHOST TOWN
CONFERENCE TO BE
HELD IN BOISE, IDAHO
A Ghost Towns and Mining
Camps Conference co - sponsored
by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Rocky Mountain Arts
and Humanities Foundation, Idah o
State Historical Society, and Idaho
Preservation Council will be held
Friday and Saturday, May 31 and
June 1, 1974 in Boise, Idaho. This
is the first regional conference of
its kind, isolating the specific
problems of preserving western
ghost towns and mining camps.
In announcing plans for the conference, the National Trust noted
that one of the country's leading
experts on the preservation of
wood, Dr. Joe W. Clark, of the
U. S. Forest Products Laboratory
in Madison , Wisconsin will participate. Oth er sessions will include
discussions of the legal problems
of preserving abandoned and near
abandoned towns, fire det ection
and prevention, fund-raising, new
uses for old towns, and documentation and interpretation of ghost
towns.
John L. Frisbee, Western Field
Service Repres entative of th e ational Trust, added that "th e problems of trying to preserve remnants of our historic western towns
are complex. We hope that this
will afford an opportunity for individuals and organizations from
throughout the West to meet and
discuss ghost town preservation
problems. Hopefully, useful approaches to these problems will
result." Sessions will be held in
the Idaho State Historical Museum
and the Boise Public Library. A
post-conference tour on Sunday to
Idaho City will offer participants
a chanc e to see many preservation
techniques that would be applicable to ghost towns.
For further information, contact
the Western Regional Office, ational Trust for Historic Preservation, 802 Montgom ery Street, San
Francisco, California 94133. Telephone: (415) 989-6428.

THE GAVIN HOUSE IN SANTA FE
McHuGH, KIDDER,

BURRAN &

WRIGHT, ARCHITECTS

NOTES BY JOHN MCHUGH, AlA
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It would be more accurate to
revise the old saying, "An architect is as good as his client ," to
read, "An architect may be as good
as his client" Let us hope that we
can, for the clients in this instance
are very fine people, indeed. They
have an inspirational site southeast of Santa Fe. Having given us
a list of the spaces they need and
the general sizes of these spaces ,
they then asked us to design a
house that would be imaginative,
graceful, and homey - something
that would be appropriate to its
time and its place and to the life
that will be lived in and around
it. On the ten-acre site we together
chose a high spot on a ridg e and
fitted the house between two major and one minor rock outcroppings. The house was bent to conform to the terrain and to seize
the views. These views are so powerful and dominating that it was
decided not to open all of th e
rooms to them, but to aim different spaces toward different views
and toward views of different
magnitude.
We attempted to get a texture
to the fabric : all the way from
closed intro vert ed spaces to larger more open ones; through porches, zaguans, and pergolas; there is a
pa ved, fenced court, and finally
the wide open south court facing
the magnificent view down the
valley to th e Sandias. A series of
stepp ed roofs and clerestoreys allow the light to penetrate so that
the interior will be brought to life
by the moving light of the sun.
We placed the living room at
right angles to the main line of the
house ( and a few steps abov e it ) to
provide a variety of spatial interest. For in philosophy this house
is far from Versailles. There is no
magnificent axis nor intersection
of axes where one should pause to
appreciate the views. Here, one
will appreciate the architecture
from all points and at every moment while moving through it. We
tried to follow Saarinen's advice
of having the end always in view
-but never final.-I. MeR.
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